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Office of the Secretary of State 
March Fang Eu 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
December 16, 1985 
TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENT (8563) 
Elections Division 
(916) 445-0820 
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit herewith a copy 
of the Title and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed 
Initiative Measure entitled: 
TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. 
INITIATIVE STATUTE 
Circulating and Filing Schedule 
1. Minimum number of signatures required ••.•••••••••••••••.••••.••.•.••..•• 393,835 
Cal. Const., Art. II, Sec. 8(b). 
2. Official Summary Date ••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••••.•••••••••••• Monday, 12/16/85 
Elec. C., Sec. 3513. 
3. Petition Sections: 
a. First day proponent can circulate Sections for signatures •••• Monday, 12/16/85 
Elec. C., Sec. 3513. 
b. Last day Proponent can circulate and file with the county. 
All Sections are to be filed at the same time within each 
county ••.•••••.•••••.••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••..•••••••.•.• Thursday, 5/15/86+ 
Elec. C., Sees. 3513, 3520(a). 
c. Last day for county to determine total number of 
signatures affixed to petition and to transmit total 
to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• Thursday, 5/22/86 
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 
5/15/86, the county has five working days from the filing of the petition 
to determine the total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to 
transmit the total to the Secretary of State.) Elec. C., Sec. 3520(b). 
+ PLEASE NOTE: To the Proponent who may wish to qualify for the 1986 General 
Election. The law allows approximately 67 days for county election officials 
to check and report petition signatures and transmit results. The law also 
requires that this process be completed 131 days before the election in which 
the people will vote on the initiative. It is possible that the county may 
not need precisely 67 days. But if you want to be sure that this initiative 
qualifies for the 1986 General Election, you should file this petition with 
the county before April 18, 1986. 
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d. Secretary of State determines whether the total 
number of signatures filed with all county clerks 
meets the minimum number of required signatures, 
and notifies the counties •••••••..•••••••••••••••••.•..•• Wednesday, 5/28/86** 
e. Last day for county to determine total number of 
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to 
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the 
petition to the Secretary of State ••••••••.•••.••••••...• Thursday, 6/12/86 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to 
determine the number of qualified voters who 
signed the petition on a date other than 5/22/86, 
the last day is not later than the fifteenth day 
after the county's receipt of notification.) 
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e). 
f. If the signature count is more than 433,218 or 
less than 354,452, then the Secretary of State 
certifies the petition has qualified or failed, 
and notifies the counties. If the signature count 
is between 354,452 and 433,218 inclusive, then the 
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the 
random sampling technique to determine the 
validity of all signatures ••..•.•.••••...••••••.•...••••• Wednesday, 6/18/86** 
g. Last day for county to determine actual number 
of all qualified voters who signed the petition, 
and to transmit certificate with a blank copy of 
the petition to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••.•••••• Friday, 7/18/86 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to 
determine the number of qualified voters who have 
signed the petition on a date other than 
6/12/86, the last day is not later than the 
thirtieth day after county's receipt of 
notification. ) 
Elee. C., Sec. 3521(b), (e). 
h. Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has 
been signed by the number of qualified voters required 
to declare the petition sufficient ••••••••••••••••••••••• Monday, 7/21/86 
**Date varies based on receipt of county certification. 
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4. Campaign statements: 
Last day to file a campaign statement of receipts 
and expenditures for period ending 6/12/86 ••••••••• Thursday, 6/19/86 
(If the Secretary of State finds that the measure has 
either qualified or failed to qualify on a date earlier 
than 5/15/86 the last date to file is the 35th calendar 
day after the deadline for filing petitions or the date 
of notification by the Secretary of State that the 
measure has either qualified or failed to qualify, whichever 
is earlier. The closing date for the campaign statement 
is seven days prior to the filing deadline.) 
Gov. C., Sees. 84200(d), 84202(j). 
5. The Proponent of the above named measure is: 
Howard Jarvis 
6363 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90048 
S~~:4-
DEBORAH SEILER 
Assistant to the Secretary of State 
Elections and Political Reform 
NOTE TO PROPONENT: Your attention is directed to Elections Code 
Sections 41, 44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3516, 3517, and 3519 for appropriate 
format and type considerations in printing, typing, and otherwise preparing 
your initiative petition for circulation and signatures. Your attention 
is further directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the 
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code Section 81000 et seq. 
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP 
Mtomey General 
December 16, 1985 
Honorable March Fong Eu 
Secretary of State 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Dear Mrs. Eu: 
Re: Initiative Title and Summary. 
Our File No. SA85RF0017 
State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




. ~' .. >.". 
~ '.' '1 
F I LED 
Ie 1h. oIIIce of tit. $ecrefOry ~f St~t. 
of the Slate of CallfornlQ 
DEC 161985 
Pursuant to the provisions of section 3503 and 3513 of the 
Elections code, you are hereby notified that on this day we 
mailed to the proponent(s) of the above identified proposed 
initiative our title and .s.um~ary. 
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the 
proponent(s), a copy of our title and summary, a declaration 
of mailing thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure. 
According to information available in our records, the 
name(s) and addressees) of the proponent(s) is as stated on 
the declaration of mailing. 
Very truly yours, 




Deputy Attorney General 
Enclosure 
(RF-l0, 6/83) 
Date: December 16, 1985 
File No.: SA85RF00l7 
The Attorney General of California has prepared the following 
title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the 
proposed measure: 
TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. INITIATIVE 
STATUTE. Enacts statutes regarding taxation by local 
governments and districts. Imposition of special taxes, 
defined as taxes for special purposes, will require approval by 
two-thirds vote of voters. Imposition of gener~l taxes, 
defined as taxes for general governmental purposes, will 
require approval by two-thirds vote of legislative body 
submitting proposed tax to electorate and approval by majority 
of voters. Contains provisions governing conduct of 
elections. Contains restrictions on specified types of taxes. 
Restricts use of revenues from special taxes. Requires 
ratification by majority vote of voters to continue taxes 
imposed after August 1, 1985. Summary of estimate by 
Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on 
state and local governments: Adoption of this measure would 
make it more difficult for city governments to impose new taxes 
in the future since under current law city general purpose 
taxes may be imposed or increased by a vote of the governing 
board. 
S TAT UTE 
Article 3.7 is hereby added to Chapter 4 (Financial Affairs) 
of Part 1 (Powers and Duties Common to Cities, Counties and other 
agencies) of Div. 2 (Cities, Counties and other Agencies) of 
Title 5 (Local Agencies) of the Government Code, commencing with 
Section 53720. 
ARTICLE 3.7 
VOTER APPROVAL OF TAXES 
53720. DEFINITIONS. 
As used in this Article: 
(a) "local government" means any county, city, 
city and county, including a chartered city 
or county, or any public or municipal corp-
oration; and, 
(b) "district" means an agency of the state, 
formed pursuant to general law or special 
act, for the local performance of 
governmental or proprietary functions within 
limited boundaries. 
53721. All taxes are either special taxes or general 
taxes. General taxes are taxes imposed for general governmental 
purposes. Special taxes are taxes imposed for specific purposes. 
53722. No local government or district may impose any 
special tax unless and until such special tax is submitted to the 
electorate of the local government, or district and approved by a 
two-thirds vote of the voters voting in an election on the issue. 
1 
53723. No local government, or district, whether or 
not authorized to levy a property tax, may impose any general tax 
unless and until such general tax is submitted to the electorate 
of the local government, or district and approved by a majority 
vote of the voters voting in an election on the issue. 
53724. (a) A tax subject to the vote requirements 
prescribed by Section 53722 or Section 53723 shall be proposed by 
an ordinance or resolution of the legislative body of the local 
government 
such tax 
or district. The ordinance 'or resolution proposing 
shall include the type of tax.and rate of tax to be 
levied, the method of collection, the date upon which an election 
shall be held on the issue, and, if a special tax, the purpose or 
service for which its imposition is sought. 
(b) No tax subject to the vote requirement 
prescribed by Section 53723 shall be presented at an election 
unless the ordinance or resolution proposing such tax is approved 
by a two-thirds vote of all members of the legislative body of 
the local government or district. 
(c) Except as provided in subdivision (d), 
the election on any tax proposed pursuant to this Article shall 
be consolidated with a statewide primary election, a statewide 
general election, or a regularly scheduled local election at 
which all of the electors of the local government or district are 
entitled to vote. 
legislative 
that the 
(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (c), the 
body of the local government or district may provide 
election on any tax proposed pursuant to this Article 
shall be held at any date otherwise permitted by law. The local 
government or district shall bear the cost of any election held 
pursuant to this subdivision. An election held pursuant to this 
subdivision shall be deemed at the request of the local 
government or district calling such election, and shall not be 
deemed a state mandate. 
(e) The revenues from any special tax shall 
be used only for the purpose or service for which it was imposed, 
and for no other purpose whatsoever. 
53725. 









government or district may impose any ad valorem taxes on real 
property. No local government or district may impose any 
transaction tax or sales tax on the sale of real property within 
the city, county or district. 
(b) Taxes permitted by Subdivision (b) of 
Section 1 of Article XIII A of the California Constitution shall 
not be subject to the vote requirements prescribed by this 
Article. 
53726. Except as set forth in Section 53727, this 
Article shall not be construed to repeal or affect any statute 
enacted prior to August 1, 1985 which authorizes the imposition 
of a special tax. 
53727. (a) Neither this Article, nor Article XIII 
A of the California Constitution, nor Article 3.5 of Division 1 
of Title 5 of the Government Code (commencing with Section 50075) 
shall be construed to authorize any local government or district 
to impose any general or special tax which it is not otherwise 
3 
authorized to impose; provided, however, that any special tax 
imposed pursuant to Article 3.5 of Division I of Title 5 of the 
Government Code prior to August 1, 1985 shall not be affected by 
this section. 
(b) Any tax imposed by any local 
government or district on or after Aug~st 1, 1985, and prior to 
the effective date of this Article, shall continue to be imposed 
only if approved by a majority vote of the voters voting in an 
election on the issue of imposition, which election shall be held 
within two years of the effective date of this Article. Any 
local government or district which fails to seek or obtain such 
majority approval shall cease to impose such tax on and after 
November 15, 1988. 
53728. If any local government or district imposes any 
tax without complying with the requirements of this Article, or 
in excess of its authority as clarified by Section 53727, whether 
or not any provision of Section 53727 is held not applicable to 
such jurisdiction, the amount of property tax revenue allocated 
to the jurisdiction pursuant to Chapter 6 of part 0.5 of Division 
1 of the Revenue and Taxation Code (commencing with Section 95) 
shall be reduced by one dollar ($1.00) for each one dollar 
($1.00) of revenue attributable to such tax for each year that 
the tax is collected. Nothing in this section shall impair the 
right of any citizen or taxpayer to maintain any action to 
invalidate any tax imposed in violation of this Article. 
53729. This Article may only be amended by vote of the 
electorate of the State of California. 
4 
53730. If any provision of this Article, or the 
application thereof to any person, organization, local 
government, district, or circumstance is held invalid or 
unconstitutional, the provision to other persons, organizations, 
local governments, districts, or circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect. 
5 
DECLARATION OF MAILING 
The undersigned Declarant, states as follows: 
I am over the age of 18 years and not a proponent 
of the within matter; my place of employment and business 
address is 1515 K Street, Suite 511, Sacramento, California 
95814. 
On the date shown below, I mailed a copy or copies 
of the attached letter to the proponents, by placing a true 
copy thereof in an envelope addressed to the proponents 
named below at the addresses indicated, and by sealing and 
depositing said envelope or envelopes in the United States 
mail at Sacramento, California, with postage prepaid. There 
is delivery service by United States mail at each of the 
places so addressed, or there is regular communication by 
mail between the place of mailing and each of the places so 
addressed. 
Date of Mailing: December 16, 1985 
Subject: Taxation. Local Governments and Districts. 
Our File No.: SA85RF0017 
Name. of Proponent(s) and Address(es): 
HOWARD JARVIS 
6363 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed at Sacramento, California on 
( RF - 1 0 a , 1 /83) 
JO/[S K. VAS DE KA.MP 
Attorney General 
December 16, 1985 
HOWARD JARVIS 
6363 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
Re: Initiative Title and Summary. 
1515 K STREET. St:ITE .511 
S .... CR: ... \IE\'TO 9.581-1 
:916) -145-9555 
(916) 324-5472 
Subject: Taxation. Local Governments and Districts. 
Our File No. SA85RF0017 
Pursuant to your request, we have prepared the attached 
title and summary of the chief purposes and points of the 
above identified proposed initiative. A copy of our letter 
to the Secretary of State, as required by Elections Code 
sections 3503 and 3513, our declaration of mailing, and the 
text of your proposal that was considered is attached. 
The Secretary of State will be sending you sr.ortly a copy 
of the circulating and filing schedule for your proposal 
that will be issued by that office. 
Please send us a copy of the petition after you have it 
printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but 
to supplement our file in this matter. 
Very truly yours, 
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP 
lI.ttorney General 
"'\ 'I L 
./-:.:G.Jo~~ 
Robert Burton 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attachment 
(RF-9,6/83) 
Office of the Secretary of State 1230 J Street 
March Fong Eu Sacramento, California 95814 
May 14, 1986 




Pursuant to Section 3523 of the Elections Code, I hereby certify 
that on May 14, 1986 the certificates received from the County 
Clerks or Registrars of Voters by the Secretary of State 
established that the Initiative Statute, Taxation. Local 
Governments and Districts, has been signed by the requisite 
number of qualified electors needed to declare the petition 
sufficient. The Taxation. Local Governments and Districts. 
Initiative Statute is, therefore, qualified for the November 4, 
1986 General Election. 
TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. INITIATIVE 
STATUTE. Enacts statutes regarding taxation by local 
governments and districts. Imposition of special taxes, 
defined as taxes for special purposes, will require approval 
by two-thirds vote of voters. Imposition of general taxes, 
defined as taxes for general governmental purposes, will 
require approval by two-thirds vote of legislative body 
submitting proposed tax to electorate and approval by 
majority of voters. Contains provisions governing conduct 
of elections. Contains restrictions on specified types of 
taxes. Restricts use of revenues from special taxes. 
Requires ratification by majority vote of voters to 
continue taxes imposed after August 1, 1985. Summary of 
estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of 
fiscal impact on state and local governments: Adoption of 
this measure would make it more difficult for city govern-
ments to impose new taxes in the future since under current 
law city general purpose taxes may be imposed or increased 
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Office of the Secretary of State 
March Fong Eu 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 




Registrars of Voters/County Clerks (8686) 
~'-
Elections nalyst 
TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. 
INITIATIVE STATUTE. 
Howard Jarvis, the proponent of the TAXATION. LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS INITIATIVE, has filed more 
than 393,835 signatures with the counties. 
Elections Division 
(916) 445-0820 
Therefore, pursuant to the Elections Code section 3520 
(d), you must verify all the signatures filed with you 
and certify the count of the number of valid signatures. 
In checking petitions, please observe the February 20, 
1986 memo you received from this office regarding 
Elections Code section 500. Any affidavits received on 
or after that date must contain all information required 
by that section in order for the voter's signature to be 
considered valid for purposes of qualifying petitions. 
You have 15 days from the date you receive this notifi-
cation to finish your verification. Please certify the 
count of the number of valid signatures on the enclosed 
certificate, and attach a blank copy of the petition 
section to the certificate. 





OHice of the Secretary of State 
March Fong Eu 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 




Registrars of Voters/County Clerks (8686) 
Q;1.'~~. BAR - ~E ~-------. --
Elections Ana yst 
TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. 
INITIATIVE STATUTE. 
Howard Jarvis, the proponent of the TAXATION. LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS INITIATIVE, has filed more 
than 393,835 signatures with the counties. 
Elections Division 
(916) 445-0820 
Therefore, pursuant to the Elections Code section 3520 
(d), you must verify 500 signatures or five percent of 
the number of signatures filed, whichever is the 
greater number. Enclosed is a set of random numbers 
generated for your county. The use of these sheets 
will ensure that you verify the correct number of 
signatures. 
In checking petitions, please observe the February 20, 
1986 memo you received from this office regarding 
Elections Code section 500. Any affidavits received on 
or after that date must contain all information required 
by that section in order for the voter's signature to be 
considered valid for purposes of qualifying petitions. 
You have 15 days from the date you receive this notifi-
cation to finish your verification. Please certify the 
count of the number of valid signatures on the enclosed 
certificate, and attach a blank copy of the petition 
section to the certificate. 





Office of the Secretary of State 
March Fong Eu 
April 25, 1986 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
TO: Registrars of Voters for the counties of 
Los Angeles, Orange, Sacramento, San Diego, 
San Francisco and Santa Clara (8686) 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. 
INITIATIVE STATUTE. 
Howard Jarvis, the proponent of the TAXATION. LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS INITIATIVE, has filed more 
than 393,835 signatures with the counties. 
Elections Division 
(916) 445-0820 
Therefore, pursuant to the Elections Code section 3520 
(d), you must verify five percent of the number of 
signatures filed. 
In checking petitions, please observe the February 20, 
1986 memo you received from this office regarding 
Elections Code section 500. Any affidavits received on 
or after that date must contain all information required 
by that section in order for the voter's signature to be 
considered valid for purposes of qualifying petitions. 
You have 15 days from the date you receive this notifi-
cation to finish your verification. Please certify the 
count of the number of valid signatures on the enclosed 
certificate, and attach a blank copy of the petition 
section to the certificate. 





May 14, 1986 
OfBce of the Secretary of State 
March Fong Eu 
Mr. Darryl White 
Secretary of the Senate 
State Capitol, Room 3045 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Dear Mr. White: 




Pursuant to Section 3523.1 of the Elections Code as added 
by SB 1412 (Chapter 642, Statutes of 1980), I am hereby 
transmitting to you two (2) copies of the initiative 
entitled: TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. 
INITIATIVE STATUTE. This initiative has qualified for the 
November 4, 1986 General Election. 
MFE/lds 
Enclosures 
Office of the Secretary of State 1130 J Street 
March Fong Eu Sacramento, California 95814 
May 14, 1986 
Mr. James Driscoll 
Office of the Chief Clerk 
State Capitol, Room 3194 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Dear Mr. Driscoll: 
Elections Division 
(916) 445-0820 
Pursuant to Section 3523.1 of the Elections Code as added 
by SB 1412 (Chapter 642, Statutes of 1980), I am hereby 
transmitting to you two (2) copies of the initiative 
entitled: TAXATION. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. 
INITIATIVE STATUTE. This initiative has qualified for the 
November 4, 1986 General Election. 
Sincerely, 
~~L 
MARCH FONG EU 
MFE/1gw 
Enclosures 
Office of the Secretary of State 1230 J Street 
March Fong Eu Sacramento, California 95814 
May 14, 1986 
Mr. Howard Jarvis 
6363 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, California 90048 
Dear Mr. Jarvis: 
Elections Division 
(916)~ 
Pursuant to Section 3523 of the Elections Code, I hereby 
certify that on May 14, 1986 the certificates received from 
the County Clerks or Registrars of Voters by the Secretary 
of State established that the initiative TAXATION. LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. INITIATIVE STATUTE, has been 
signed by the requisite number of qualified electors needed 
to declare the petition sufficient. The TAXATION. LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICTS. INITIATIVE STATUTE is, there-
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State Capitol 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Hon. March Fong Eu 
Secretary of State 
1230 "J" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Dear Ms. Eu: 
JAMES D. DRISCOLL 
CHIEF CLERK 
May 21, 1986 
This is to acknowledge receipt of your communication of 
May 14, 1986, transmitting initiative entitled: Taxation. 
Local Governments and Districts. Initiative Statute (pur-
suant to Section 3523.1, Elections Code). 
Your communication has been presented to the Assembly and 
referred to the Committee on Elections and Reapportionment 






from: Secretary of State March Fong Eu 
1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 445-6375 
For Immediate Release 
May 14, 1986 
Contact: Caren Daniels-Meade or 
Melissa Warren 
JARVIS TAXATION INITIATIVE QUALIFIES FOR NOVEMBER BALLOT REPORTS EU 
SACRAMENTO - Secretary of State March Fong Eu announced today (May 14) 
qualification of the second measure for the Nov. 4 ballot - Taxation. Local 
Government and Districts, sponsored by Howard Jarvis. 
Random sample signature verification results from 57 of the counties indicate 
that 488,188 of the 597,420 signatures submitted are deemed valid, well in 
excess of the 433,219 needed to qualify by that method. Initiative statutes 
require 393,835 signatures of registered voters; when certified via the random 
sample, however, it takes 110% of that number to ensure a measure's qualifica-
tion. 
The measure would require approval by two-thirds of the voters for imposition 
of special taxes by local governments and districts, and majority approval for 
special taxes following passage by a two-thirds vote in the legislative body of 
the local government or district. It would further require ratification by a 
majority vote of voters to continue taxes imposed after August 1, 1985. 
The measure joins Paul Gann's Compensation of Public Officials, Employees and 
Individual Contractors, which was certified yesterday, as the first measures on 
the November general election ballot. As initiatives, they will appear at the 
end of the ballot in the order in which they qualify, following bond measures 
and legislative constitutional amendments. 
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